
Keep sharing your stories and events with us — we love to hear what’s
happening across The Northern Presbytery!

Contact the Northern Presbytery News Team

Reflection

Arguments.
Debates.
Misunderstandings.
It is so frustrating when we encounter these in the church setting.
 
We sometimes hear the line “we should be more like the early church”.
 
In his sermon at Rev Punam Bent’s Induction, Rev Richard Harris showed
us that we are actually very much like the early church. Taking Acts 6:1-7
as a starting point, we see the early Christians realised that, with growing
numbers, they needed to become organised, to become an institution.
Responsible people were commissioned to look after the business side of
things, so the disciples could preach, teach and pray.
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The details of the debates we have today differ from those in the early
church, but the overarching challenge is the same: Working out how to
follow Jesus the best we can, and how to be the best church we can be.
We need to share the load, and each live out the values of Jesus Christ in
whatever place we find ourselves.

Congratulations Punam, Synod Associate General Secretary. Our prayers and thanks go with
you. More photos on the Synod Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1093142516806393&set=pcb.1093158396804805

Northern Presbytery Update

Northern Presbytery Website Link

Presbytery Members Meeting Survey

The Northern Presbytery recently held its first Presbytery council meeting on 9th
September online via Zoom.
To help us improve future online Presbytery meetings, we invite you to complete this
short survey.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1093142516806393&set=pcb.1093158396804805
https://northern.nswact.uca.org.au/


The purpose of this survey is to gather feedback on the administration, format,
technology, participation, and overall meeting experience.
It does not seek feedback on the content of discussions, decisions made, or
individual agenda items.
Your feedback will help shape future meetings and ensure they are accessible,
effective, and engaging for all participants.
First Northern Presbytery meeting: feedback survey – Fill out form
Note: Unfortunately, Microsoft Forms does not provide a true "Save as Draft" option
that allows respondents to save their progress before submitting the survey.
The survey is mostly tick-box selections, so respondents are encouraged to complete
it in a single sitting.
The last day to submit the survey response is Sunday 11th October.

Supporting Small Lay Led congregations
This article comes out from the initial papers of Tony Shumack and Sharon Flynn in the old
NENW and MNC presbyteries and is complied by Tony to enhance a discussion about how

we support our small lay led congregations. Tony can be contacted on

TonyS@nswact.uca.org.au

Introduction
In parts of our new presbytery, we have been discussing how to better support local
congregations who have not been able to afford or call a ministry agent to lead them
for quite some time (multiple years (5,10,20,30 years) in many cases). Some have
been able to draw from neighbouring congregations using their lay preachers, retired
ministers, and ministry agents working in other parts of the church, but those in more
remote areas have not had sustainable access to these types of resource people.
These congregations have instead been led by faithful Christian women and men,
many doing things they had little initial training in.
But over the years they have built up a set of skills as they have done things which
may include pastoral visiting, chairing church councils, leading  parts of worship and
taking the whole service, taking funerals, attending presbytery and synod meeting,
developing outreach and mission programs (like running children’s programs, op
shops, soup kitchens and any number of other relevant activities for and in their
communities ) and contributing to the wider work of the Uniting Church in our state
and nation through Synod and Assembly agencies and programs.
This faithful service has become a large workload and is becoming harder to
maintain, because most of these lay led congregations have over the years been in a
state of declining numbers and an increasing age bracket. While there may be a few
exceptions, most are feeling tired, under resourced, and burdened by their ministry in
the church.
Click here to read the full article

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=969eTL0O6UOKElyQRjGvKSzg8ownBaNNoq3JjTpGiGBUMk9VNEVQQlFVSUZEVEFMMzBJN0ZHSTZXVS4u
mailto:TonyS@nswact.uca.org.au
https://mcusercontent.com/98b72c29379620da32dbeb99a/files/1daa9852-0c36-9e78-ca3d-4430ae2b2a12/Supporting_small_lay_led_congregations_.pdf


The Uniting Aboriginal and Islander
Christian Congress (UAICC) in NSW/ACT is
pleased to announce that we have a new
website! You       can visit the new website

here.

Nominations for the Synod Meeting 2027 now close on Sunday 25th  October 2026 
Complete the online Synod nomination form Nomination Form - Contact Details

The leadership of Northern Presbytery will review the nominations, after which Presbytery
members will elect Synod members through a ballot process, taking into account the required
balance of lay and ordained members, as well as gender, age and cultural diversity.
The leadership of Northern Presbytery will advise nominees of the outcome, preferably by 16
November 2026.
Those selected will then complete online registrations (starting 16 November and closing on
Friday 5 March 2027).
For any further information, please contact Leslie D’Mello LeslieD@nswact.uca.org.au

Further information can be found at synod2027.uca.org.au

https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/about-us/uniting-aboriginal-islander-christian-congress/
https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/about-us/uniting-aboriginal-islander-christian-congress/
https://nswactuca.eventsair.com/sis2027/noms/Site/Register
mailto:LeslieD@nswact.uca.org.au
https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/events/synod-meeting-2027/


Celebrating the people, congregations and communities doing amazing
things across the Northern Presbytery.

Manning Uniting Church

Growing, Giving and Connecting
At Cundletown, a community garden is growing much more than
vegetables.
The former Cundletown Uniting Church building and grounds may have
found a new purpose, but the spirit of service that has long been part of
the place continues to flourish.
Today the site is the Cundletown Community Centre and Garden, part
of Manning Uniting Church, which serves the communities of Taree,
Cundletown, Old Bar and Tinonee.



Volunteers gather at the garden each week, tending beds of fresh
vegetables and herbs. What is grown here doesn't simply stay in
Cundletown. Produce makes its way to Manning Uniting's  Red Dove
Café  and its Friday fresh-food table in Taree, becoming part of a much
wider network of practical care.

The Red Dove Café is itself a social enterprise, providing work
opportunities, training and welfare. Manning Uniting's wider community
support also includes emergency welfare assistance, a community
barbecue and Connection Circle, shower facilities for those who need
them, and Orange Sky Laundry operating outside the church on Friday
mornings.



Back at Cundletown, the building, covered deck and grounds provide
another valuable resource — a place that can be used by community
groups and individuals, and a space that has been able to serve the
wider community during times of particular need.
Meanwhile, the garden keeps growing. Manning Uniting reported earlier
this year that increasing numbers of helpers were becoming involved,
assisting with mowing, garden maintenance and caring for the productive
garden beds.
It's a simple but lovely example of how different parts of a church's life
can connect.
Vegetables grown by volunteers in Cundletown become fresh food for
people in Taree. A former church building becomes a place for
community. A garden becomes an opportunity for people to work
alongside one another.
Growing, giving and connecting — sometimes mission begins with
simply making good use of what you already have.

Please click here if you have a Prayer Request that you would like to submit.

We pray for all affected by war, conflict
and displacement. May God's peace
reach those living in fear, bring comfort
to grieving families and guide world
leaders towards compassion, justice
and reconciliation.

We pray for our congregations,
ministers, lay leaders and volunteers
as we continue to grow together as
one Presbytery. May we embrace new
relationships, support one another
through change and remain open to
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the opportunities God places before
us.

As creation bursts into new life, we
give thanks for the beauty and renewal
of spring. May this season remind us
of God's faithfulness and inspire us to
nurture hope, growth and new
beginnings in our communities.

We hold in prayer those struggling with
the rising cost of living, loneliness,
illness or uncertainty. May they find
practical support, friendship and hope
through the generosity and care of
their communities.

As we offer these prayers may our words and thoughts lead us to action in the
way of Jesus our Lord, Saviour, Friend, Teacher and Guide. May we listen well
to the Spirit of God who guides us in communities of Faith.

Interested in what’s happening at your local congregation?
Many of our congregations have regular activities, groups and events throughout the
week. For the latest details, times, changes and  special events, check your
congregation’s Facebook page or website.
It’s a great way to stay connected and discover what’s happening in your local church
community.



https://mcusercontent.com/98b72c29379620da32dbeb99a/files/484b5906-2f07-5ae9-1d23-0a6829ff01cd/celebration_of_McKinnon_Hall_131126.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/98b72c29379620da32dbeb99a/images/92e70641-184c-ccf0-2a76-a3849caa6f3f.jpg


https://mcusercontent.com/98b72c29379620da32dbeb99a/images/92e70641-184c-ccf0-2a76-a3849caa6f3f.jpg
https://www.turramurrauniting.org.au/groups/flea-market/
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Other Publications

https://mcusercontent.com/98b72c29379620da32dbeb99a/files/919b7ff8-82aa-4576-fb5e-b662d4d276f1/Flyer_My_Aged_Care_Forum_Boronia_Park_Uniting_Church_20_October_2026.pdf
https://www.utc.edu.au/media/skgjnjhx/utc-open-night_flyer.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/nat.uca.org.au/22-september-13634426?e=59dcc783cd
https://mcusercontent.com/98b72c29379620da32dbeb99a/files/8f5a1323-8c71-5768-a182-63a49b0dfdd4/Reconnect_October_2026_Worship.pdf
https://comms.nswact.uca.org.au/v/47004/2457697/email.html?k=1,iW_D62sollI-OrMqe3BKIMd7Cw99x0rT1g8ZnKomnGQ
https://mailchi.mp/f692981fae80/ucan-newsletter-19886839?e=41624b562c
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