
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

CONTACT 
 

Charlestown & Garden Suburb Uniting  
   Church Multi-Centre Congregation 

 

13 March 2022 
 

  
 From Rev Tom 

This coming Sunday will be, or include, a thanksgiving for four very significant aspects of the life of the 
Charlestown and Garden Suburb Congregation.  They are, the Uniting Friends, the Senior Citizens 
Luncheon, the Whitebridge Play Group, the Target / Uniting Christmas  
Appeal.  The purpose of mentioning it here is simply to record the sense 
of privilege I have felt just spending this week reflecting on what might 
be said on Sunday.   
Those who are at the service will hear me talk about this, but I realised  
as I was having conversations with people who were relating their  
memories of over a period of many decades, that I was hearing sacred  
stories.  I remembered as I was listening to the stories that so much of  
our Bible is quite simply a recording of the history of God’s people.   
We go back to those stories again and again because those stories demonstrate to us God’s participation 
in the lives of communities, and in the lives of individuals.  When I was listening, listening to people tell 
their stories, I could have been listening to the scriptures being read.  I listened to the special ways that 
people were encouraged, enriched, found community, and participated deeply in service to God and 
community.  I realised to the many ways of God’s enrichment.  There was the sense that people were 
enriched through the intentional generosity of others.   
For example, the 100’s of parents who came to the Christmas Appeal over the years, knowing that they 
were now more able to bless their children with gifts that otherwise were out of their reach.  Then there 
is the enrichment of those who are actually providing the service.  The folk in the kitchen at the Senior’s 
Luncheon find meaning in their own lives as they act on the impulse of love, vesting their time, their 
abilities, bringing a sense of community, delight to the palate, and enrichment of experience, to those 
sitting around the tables each month.  Then there is the more spontaneous and all-encompassing 
goodness that happens between gathered people, just as is made possible by the Playcentre where 
parents can converse and encourage each other, as their children delight in each other’s company.  And 
then there is the long-term support in discipleship, as friends walk alongside each other through all the 
trials and tribulations of life, holding fast to the inspiration of our Christian faith, as is so expressed in the 
Uniting Friends group.   

No doubt it is a record that it is in some way replicated 
across many congregations, in many different 
denominations, across the Christian church.  And that makes 
it all the more wonderful.  These stories in the main, 
forgotten, but are a record of the intimate presence of God 
working out God’s good will in God’s world.  We have our 
story, our story of God with us.  Let us remember and be 
filled with wonder of God’s faithfulness and the delight 
God’s Spirit has brought, and continues to bring, into our 
lives. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maundy Thursday 14 April @ 4.30pm Garden Suburb Uniting Church 

Good Friday 15 April @ 9.00am Charlestown Uniting Church 

Easter Sunday 17 April @ 9.00am Charlestown Uniting Church 

 

DIARY  
Thursday 10 March 
1.30pm  Bible Study at Garden Suburb 
Friday 11 March 
6.00pm  Ladies Night at Kahibah 
Sunday 13 March 
10.00am  Thanksgiving Worship Service at Charlestown 
5.00pm  The Resting Place at Garden Suburb 
Tuesday 15 March  
9.30 – 11.00am Grandparents, Carers & Kids – GCK Group at Garden Suburb Church 
Thursday 17 March 
1.30pm  Bible Study at Garden Suburb 
 
Sunday 20 March 
9.00am  Worship Service at Charlestown, led by Rev Tom Stuart 
5.00pm  The Resting Place at Garden Suburb 
Tuesday 22 March 
12.00pm  Garden Suburb Ladies Fellowship – Enid will be Hostess 
Thursday 24 March  
1.30pm  Bible Study at Garden Suburb 
 
Sunday 27 March  
9.00am Worship Service at Charlestown, led by Kerrie Dixon, message from Rev Tom 

Stuart 
5.00pm  The Resting Place at Garden Suburb 
Tuesday 29 March 
9.30 – 11.00am  Grandparents, Carers & Kids – GCK Group at Garden Suburb Church 
3.30pm  Worship team meeting 
Thursday 31 March 
1.30pm  Bible Study at Garden Suburb 
4.00pm  Finance team meeting 
 
Sunday 3 April 
9.00am  Worship Service at Charlestown, led by Rev Tom Stuart 
5.00pm  The Resting Place at Garden Suburb 
Tuesday 5 April 
3.30pm  Church Council meet on Zoom 
Thursday 7 April 
1.30pm  Bible Study at Garden Suburb 
 
Sunday 10 April 
9.00am  Worship Service at Charlestown, led by Rev Tom Stuart 
5.00pm The Resting Place at Garden Suburb 
 
 
 
 

 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter Services 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
* pray for all the victims of floods in the past couple of weeks, that help  
and aid will be available to them as quickly as possible 

* pray for the situation in Ukraine and for the thousands of refugees  
making their way into Poland and other surrounding countries. Pray  
especially for the men and women who have chosen to stay and defend their land. 

* pray for the Russian dissenters whose voices are being silenced 

* pray for the Woodlands Service on 14th March at 10:00 am 

* pray for Karina Kreminski’s visit to our Church on 12th April 

* pray for Tom as he presents at the Hunter Alliance Leadership Retreat at Kurri TAFE this week 

* pray for the congregation as they read the Church Council’s Mission Plan that has been 
submitted to Presbytery. Pray that we might support and encourage each other in love 

* pray for the Worship Service and the recording of them each week 

* pray for our aboriginal brothers and sisters 

* pray for the preparations for the sale of the Whitebridge property 

* pray for guidance and enthusiasm as we undertake our own spiritual journey and development 
especially in this time of Lent 

* pray for the planning of the first Quiet Day for 2022    

      
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

"Lord, give me your eyes and ears today as I move about in my 

neighbourhoods.  Show me your heart and help me to love those 
people around me who are my neighbours"    Karina Kreminski 
 

* Renewal in our congregation 
* SRE teachers  
* Rev Tom, Kathy & Family 
* Our Children & Family Worker, Cathy 
* Our Church Council 
* Project Reconnect 
* Wilfreda’s Orphanage Kenya 
* Watoto Child Care, Uganda 
* Victims of floods, bushfire, damage and droughts 
* All in detention 
* Jean Townsend 
* Kelly Rayfield 
* Sue Walpole and family 
* Hilda Davidson’s family 
* The bereaved 
* Tonga following the volcano eruption and tsunami. 
* All those who are unwell 
* Those whose lives are impacted by problem gambling 
 
Maintained by SFED and Enid Power 

 
 

- Enid Power (in hospital today for 

tests on her kidney’s) 

- Cat 

- Scott and Ezra 

- John Cooper 

- Nancy Rozek 

- Sally 

- Mike Smith 

- Max 

- Lee Hancock (Enid’s daughter in 

law) 

- Jean Cowley 

- Wilma Birch 

- Dianne Antcliff 

- Olivia 

- Elaine Moran 

- Catherine 

- Shirley 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday 13 March  

 10am 
at Charlestown Uniting Church 

 

This special service will recognise and give thanks to God for the life and 
ministry of our congregation, as expressed in: 

Uniting Friends 

Senior’s Lunch 

Whitebridge Playcentre 

Target/UnitingCare Christmas Appeal 

All those who have been involved in these activities are warmly invited to 
attend this worship service of thanksgiving.  The service will be followed by 

morning tea. 

 

Children & Family Worker Update 
 

Hi Everyone 
 
I pray you are all keeping healthy, happy & dry in this very wet  
& sticky season.  
 
I am very excited this week as our Grandparents, Carers & Kids group commences at Garden Suburb on 
Tuesday at 9.30pm. At this stage we have 4 families coming along for our first day, I pray the rain has let 
up so we can spend some time outdoors on the grass with the parachute, we will also have some 
playdough fun for kids as the adults get to relax with a cuppa & enjoy each other’s company. I plan for 
there to be some book sharing among us each week & discussion on what really matters to the 
grandparents/carers. Please pray for us as we start this new mission at our Garden Suburb church. 
Don’t forget anyone is Welcome so please pass this information onto anyone you think would enjoy 
some time out. 

     Cathy 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garden Suburb Ladies Fellowship 
will meet on  

22 March at 12.00pm.   

Enid will be hostess. 

 
Thanks received from the Davidson family:-  

 
Dear Tom and Congregation, we would like to thank you 
all for the lovely service you held for our mum Hilda 
Davidson. It was very special to have Anne and Annette 
involved and we know Mum would have liked that. The 
church and its people have always been very important to 
Mum. 

 

Uniting Church in Australia President Rev Sharon Hollis has launched a national appeal to 
support people and communities impacted by the intense rainfall and devastating flooding 
across the East Coast. Chaplains are already at work in devastated areas and more will join 
them as access becomes possible. 
Information and links to ways to donate are available on the Uniting Church in Australia 
Assembly website. 
 
DONATE TO THE NATIONAL DISASTER RELIEF FUND 

Direct Deposit: Bank Name: Westpac     BSB: 032 003    Ac No: 269941 

Cheque: Please make your cheque payable to “UCA Assembly - National Disaster Relief Fund” and post 
to:  UCA Assembly - National Disaster Relief Fund, PO Box A2266, Sydney South NSW 1235 

Please include a reference (for example, your surname or congregation name) 

If you require a receipt, please get in touch with us. 

 

 

 

 

From the children of Ligusa 
 
The children of Ligusa wish all the women of Charlestown Garden Suburb Uniting 
Church Australia, a happy International Women's Day, you've impacted many lives in the 
world and your names will remain for remembrance forever. 
 

You are wonderful wives 
Outstanding friends 

Marvellous daughters 
Adorable Sisters 

Nurturing mothers 
We love you all 
The children of Ligusa. 
 

mailto:enquiries@nat.uca.org.au?subject=National%20Disaster%20Relief%20Fund


Chairperson’s Report to Congregation 
6 March 2022 

In July last year I reported to you of the year that had been:  
• Our rapid adjustment to change 

• The vision, commitment and generosity of the leadership and the congregation 

• Our blessings as beneficiaries of God’s abundance 

All these remain, as do our challenges: 
• Our leadership is overextended 

• Our financial viability remains on a downward trajectory, although not so much as was predicted. 

• We still risk inaction, for a number of reasons, but perhaps most pressingly by the enormity of the task 
before us, and our decreasing capacity to do the work. 

But, we have a commitment to realising the vision that God has placed in us: to provide the means of a 
new version of the Uniting Church to emerge in our area; to leave a legacy for the future.   

One of the reasons we have had challenges in seeking guidance and advice, is that there is no example for 
us to follow.  As far as I’m aware, no other Uniting Church in NSW has attempted to do what we wish to 
do.  Our plans and mission have been met with universal enthusiasm from Synod and Presbytery, but there 
seems to have been some uncertainty as to how to support us, and from us, some uncertainty about 
where to seek information and support.  Recently, we have been able to assemble representatives from 
Uniting Mission and Education, Uniting Property Services, and Uniting Financial Services so we are hopeful 
that we will now be able to access the information we need – more about that shortly. 

The Mission Plan 
After a number of drafts and some vigorous discussions in Church Council, the Mission plan was passed by 
consensus last week.  I’ll provide an overview now, and there will be an opportunity for questions later in 
the meeting – from the room, and from those of you viewing at home.  I will email a copy of the plan to 
those of you who have email access, and there are paper copies available for those who don’t have email. 

Our Purpose: 
• To initiate a new mission with the people of our area, and  

• To resource this mission by the reallocation of our property resources, in order to provide an ongoing income for 
a long-term sustainable ministry. 

• To continue the ministry and life of the existing congregation 

Our Vision 
• To respond to the love of Jesus by dying well 

• To trust that from our letting go and death, new life will spring. 

• To use the energy and resources we have now so that another iteration of the Uniting Church in Australia might 
grow in our place.   

Our Mission 

• To establish a new ministry, connecting with the community, and arising outside the existing congregation.   

• The ministry will connect with people outside church buildings at their point of need, prioritise the building of 
personal and genuine relationships, and sow the seeds of the Kingdom. 

• The mission will necessarily unfold in God’s time, and in God’s way and will not be prescribed by the existing 
congregation.   

• We will not require quick outcomes, but will provide time and space for a genuine expression of the Christian 
faith to emerge out of the ecology of this area in the context of patience, humility, love, and grace. 

• At the same time, the present congregation remains committed to mission and life. 

• Commitment to exploring and imagining the future mission of the church. Eg 
o Community Organising training, and involvement with Hunter Community Alliance. 
o Studying Karina Kreminski’s “Neighbourhood Matters” model.  (She will be visiting us before Easter). 
o As well as other opportunities. 

 



How Do We Accomplish This? 
• Prayer support 

• Plan, manage and resource a huge transition 

• Letting go of the old – for all of us 

• Continuation of life, ministry and pastoral support of existing congregation 

• Leadership of ordained ministry for the 5 year transition period 

• Support and guidance from wider Uniting Church (keeping us true to the mission, financial and property advice, 
assistance with governance) 

• As the mission of the church looks outward, away from buildings, our property resources will be reallocated to 
generate a sustainable income. 

What will this actually look like in practice? 

Indicative Timeline – the details may differ, but this will give you an idea of the transition that will take 
place in the next 5 years. 

This timeline extends over the next 5 years, in 2 streams 

• Reorienting the existing congregation 

• Reorganising resources 

Reminder – this is indicative, and is represents the scale of the work and transition we have ahead of us. 

 Transition Phase – Years 1-5 

 Reorienting Congregation Reorganising Resources 

Year 1 - 
2022 

• Work with HCA, relationship building 
with The Resting Place, resource SRE, 
Project Reconnect, Kid’s Club, existing 
connections 

• Training of ministry agent and 
leadership with Karina Kreminski 

• Vacate Whitebridge property 

• Pastoral support of current 
congregation 

• Consultation with working group of Synod 
Property and UFS to maximise income from 
Property 

• Sell/lease Whitebridge property 

• Begin alternate income stream (doesn’t 
mean we will need to draw on it) 

• Liaise with Presbytery and Synod (Mission, 
Finance, Property) 

 Reorienting Congregation Reorganising Resources 

Year 2 - 
2023 

• Downsize contents of Charlestown & 
Garden Suburb properties 

• Consolidate Congregation to one 
centre 

• Vacate the other centre 

• Continue relationship building with 
HCA, Resting Place, etc 

• Pastoral support of current 
congregation 

• Implementation of working group 
recommendations re property 

• Refurbish/develop facilities at the chosen 
centre  

• Sell/lease other property 

• Liaise with Presbytery and Synod (Mission, 
Finance, Property) 

 Reorienting Congregation Reorganising Resources 

Year 3 - 
2024 

• Continue relationship building with 
HCA, Resting Place, etc 

• Begin to streamline governance 

• Allocate 1 day per week for Ministry 
agent to engage with community in 
new ways  (may happen sooner) 

• Continue relationship building with 
HCA, Resting Place, etc 

• Pastoral support of current 
congregation 

• Property income supplements other 
income for ministry agent 

• Liaise with Presbytery and Synod (Mission, 
Finance, Property) 
 



 Reorienting Congregation Reorganising Resources 

Year 4 - 
2025 

• Employ part time mission worker or 
community organiser (we will still have 
an income from the present 
congregation which may enable this) 

• Continue relationship building with 
HCA, Resting Place, etc 

• Pastoral support of current 
congregation 

• Pay ministry agent to live in own home 

• Sell/develop manse site 

• Liaise with Presbytery and Synod (Mission, 
Finance, Property) 
 

 Reorienting Congregation Reorganising Resources 

Year 5 - 
2026 

• Pastoral support of current 
congregation 

• End of current ministry placement 

• Buy new manse if required 

• Liaise with Presbytery and Synod (Mission, 
Finance, Property) 
 

Established Phase 

 Reorienting Congregation Reorganising Resources 

2027 on • Employ full time community worker, 
part time ministry agent. 

• Mission continues from established 
and new connections in the community 

• Reliable income from proceeds or leasing of 
2 buildings, and possible Synod funding.  

• Liaise with Presbytery and Synod (Mission, 
Finance, Property) 

• New manse, or rented premises 

 

Current Talks with Synod 
• Our finance team have done a lot of work to explore options for the sale, leasing or redevelopment of our 

properties.   

• We are building on this knowledge with the establishment of a working group with the Property, Finance and 
Mission departments of the Uniting Church.  Members of this group will be coming to inspect our properties in 
the next few weeks. 

• Affirmation of our vision and mission plan has been broadly given 

• Our estimate is that we will require a minimum annual sustainable income of $150,000. 

• Uniting Church Property and Finance departments will provide us with options for earning income from our 
property.  

• Financial solutions will have to be within our capacity to maintain. 

Our mission will naturally evolve.  The next 5 years may look quite different to the timeline I’ve outlined.  
Our task is to continue to hear where God is calling us, to listen and see where God is already at work, and 
where we might join in. 

Amongst the uncertainties, and the practical tasks, we can be certain that God is preparing a path.  We will 
all be called upon to let go of things that have had meaning for us, but we do have a wonderful, exciting 
and scary opportunity to carry forward the legacy of those who have come before us in this congregation 
so that others will be the body of Christ in our suburbs. 

Those of you with email access with have the Mission Plan emailed to you.  If you would like a paper 
posted to you, please leave a message at the office on 4943 4019.  
 

Anne Threlfo 
 
Ph: 4953 1300       Mob: 0439 754 376     Email: annethrelfo@gmail.com  

 
 

mailto:annethrelfo@gmail.com


 

 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of our Church Contacts: 
 
Minister  
Rev Tom Stuart   
M: 0427 625 502  
E: tom@thestuarts.id.au  

Children & Families Resource Worker:   
Mrs Cathy Beeton      
M:  0409 445 933      
E:  Cath4858@gmail.com 
Mrs Cathy Beeton is also our Safe Church Contact Person 
 Administration:    

P: 4943 4019    
E: office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au 
24 Milson Street, Charlestown NSW 2290 
PO Box 449, Charlestown NSW  2290 
 Bank Account Details for the Charlestown Garden Suburb Multi-Centre Congregation:   

Bank Account held with:  Uniting Financial Services 
Account Name:  Charlestown Congregation General Account 
BSB:  634 634     Account No.:  100030837 
For Offering please put Ref:  Offering 
  

Keep up to date with happenings and info: 
Webpage:  http://www.chagsuca.org.au 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CharlestownUnitingChurch 
Project Reconnect: http://www.projectreconnect.com.au 
  

6 March 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 
Luke 4:1-13 
 
 
 

For their financial support in the publication of the 
newsletter we thank 

James Murray Funeral Directors 
02 4961 1435 

20 March 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 
 

13 March 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 
 

 

27 March 
Luke 15:1-3,11b-32 
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

mailto:tom@thestuarts.id.au
http://www.facebook.com/CharlestownUnitingChurch
http://www.projectreconnect.com.au/

