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From Rev Tom
This is another big week for the congregation! Margaret Asplund has parted from our midst, and so has
Ron Box. It is a tough time. Of vastly less significance, but all the same has some impact on me, this
coming weekend is the last time I will participate in the Spiritual Direction Training team. People who
have been part of our lives, and things we have done for so long, coming to an end. So many endings.
In the Gospel lesson for this Sunday (Luke 21:5-19) Jesus talks about endings. Jesus refers to the
destruction of the temple. He also talks about end times, or actually, that strife is not a sign of end
times. What he says seems a little odd. On the one hand he says, “You will be betrayed even by parents
and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.” Then in another place he
says, “But not a hair of your head will perish”. But wait a minute. Surely being put to death would have
a pretty negative impact on your hair. How do we make sense of this apparent contradiction? Well, it
seems to me that Jesus is very aware of our “being” at two different levels (or that there is a spectrum
of what our “being” is). This is our physical being at one end and our spiritual being at the other. Don’t
get me wrong, they are actually one, all connected. However, there is a part of us that is of lighter stuff.
That is, the spiritual part of us. It seems that whatever happens to the part of our being that we can see,
doesn’t negatively impact on that part of us that we can’t see (and in fact can do it a lot of good). But
the big thing I noticed about the text this week was when Jesus said that people are likely to be brought
before kings and governors in our persecution. He says of this, “So make up your minds not to prepare
your defence in advance.” I wondered why he says this. Why should we not give our time to preparing
a defence. It occurred to me that if we spent all our time working out what we are going to say, then
our mind would be consumed by it, and we would likely be taken up in imagining about what is to go
wrong. We would spend all our time thinking about our fears and troubles. However, if we let all that
go and simply trust that God would give us the words when needed, then we would be free to simply
keep our eyes on God, and God’s love in the here and now, to experience right now to the fullest. We
are free to live into the fullness of each moment. So, today we live into the fullness of memories of life
and love with Margaret, and the wonderful graciousness of Ron. I also can remember all the wonderful
experiences of training so many spiritual directors, and the huge amount I have learned along the way.
And I can remember that grief is a reflection of richness and depth and love, and full memories. No,
now is not the time to worry about what might come. Jesus tells us not to get caught up in what the
future might bring. Rather, he reminds us that in fact nothing will cause us to perish, and that “by your
endurance you will gain your souls.” May all those close to Margaret and Ron, reach deep into the
journey of grief, and revel in the wonder of memories, and realise at its core is a journey of love … which
nothing can destroy.

DIARY
Thursday 10 November
10.00 am
Morning tea in the Community – Smelly Cheesecake Café at Charlestown Square
10.00am
Funeral of Margaret Asplund at Charlestown
11.00am
Worship Service at Garden Suburb Aged Care Facility
1.30pm
Bible Study at Garden Suburb
Friday 11 November
6.00pm
Ladies Night at Kahibah
Saturday 12 November
2.30pm
Friendship Circle meet at Lake Cinema, Boolaroo to see “Amsterdam”
Sunday 13 November – Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
9.00am
Worship Service – Leader – Mike Smith and Preacher – Lorraine Pepper
Isaiah 65: 17-25, Isaiah 12, 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13, Luke 21: 5-19
Monday 14 November
10.00am
Worship at Woodlands Village
Tuesday 15 November
9.30am – 11.00am Grandparents, Carers, Kids at Garden Suburb
10.00am
Morning tea in the Community – Frankie & Co Café at Lake Macquarie
Thursday 17 November
10.00 am
Morning tea in the Community – Smelly Cheesecake Café at Charlestown Square
1.30pm
Bible Study at Garden Suburb

Sunday 20 November – Christ the King
9.00am
Holy Communion Service, Leader and Preacher – Rev Tom Stuart
Jeramiah 23:1-6, Luke 1:68-79, Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43
Monday 21 November
10.00am
Visitation at Garden Suburb Aged Care
Tuesday 22 November
10.00am
Morning tea in the Community – Frankie & Co Café at Lake Macquarie
12.00pm
Garden Suburb Ladies Fellowship
Thursday 24 November
10.00 am
Morning tea in the Community – Smelly Cheesecake Café at Charlestown Square
1.30pm
Bible Study at Garden Suburb
Sunday 27 November – Advent Sunday
9.00am
Worship Service – Leader – Beryl Gaul, Preacher – Rev Tom Stuart
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122, Romans 13:9-14, Matthew 24:36-44
Monday 28 November
9.00am-4.00pm
HCA Community Organising Training at Garden Suburb UC – Day 1
Tuesday 29 November
9.00am-4.00pm
HCA Community Organising Training at Garden Suburb UC – Day 2
3.30pm
Worship Team Meeting at ‘The White House’

Diary Dates and End of Year Activities
Group leaders, please provide details of Christmas and end of
year activities so that our “Contact” diary is up to date.
Contact Anne Threlfo (annethrelfo@gmail.com, Ph: 0439 754
376) and/or Jenny at the Church office
(office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au, Ph: 4943 4019)

And so I urge you: carry on an ongoing
conversation with God about the daily stuff of
life, a little like Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof.
For now, do not worry about 'proper' praying,
just talk to God."
Richard J. Foster

Pastoral Prayer Points
* Family of Ron Box, especially
Marion
* Family of Margaret Asplund, especially
her daughter, Susan
* Tom having a new back device
Inserted on 16 Nov
* John Trenholm
* Nita
* John Booth
* Vivianne
* Lillian
* Enid Gaynor
* Jan Russell
* Tony and Nan
* Mert and Pam
* Judith and family
* Ashley and Lorraine
* Jean Townsend
* Ken MacDonald
* Wilma Birch
* Enid Power
* Fred Bryant
* Max
Maintained by SFED and Enid Power

Congregational Prayer Points
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Next Presbytery meeting at Willows on
22nd November
Preparation for Neos
GCK group and Holiday Kid’s as we discern if or
how these activities will proceed in 2023
Project Reconnect
Worship Services
Lease of Whitebridge property
Tom and Kathy
Cathy Beeton
Worship Committee

Wider Community Prayer Points
•
•
•
•
•

State and Federal Parliamentarians
Those experiencing drought in the Continent of
South Africa
Wilfreda’s orphanage
Those with financial difficulties in current
conditions
Protest movement in Iran for women’s rights

Dear Church family of ours
You are probably aware that each member of our Charlestown and
Garden Suburb congregation has an Elder assigned to them. I truly hope
and trust that everyone knows who their Elder is!
You will also know that at recent Church Council elections our numbers
dropped from 13 to 11 Elders which means there are people who will
need a new Elder assigned to them and a heavier load on each Elder but
maybe you can help!
I know that on my Elders list I have a couple of people who are marvellous at keeping in touch
with others.
You don't have to be an Elder to be a carer! We are looking for people who are willing to ring
others to check how they are going. Then, if sickness or other concerns are present, ask the
person if you can let your Elder know so that we can ensure that they are looked after. If you
know a person who is sick or in need of prayer, we would ask you to check if they want to have
their names put onto the prayer list.
Why is this important? Not everyone wants others to know about their health or other concerns
so it is important that we that we honour their wishes.
Would you be happy to become a telephone or personal visit carer for 1, 2 or more of our
congregation? If so please talk to Sue Pepper or your own Elder to find out more and to help us
truly care for our Church family who are so very important to all of us.
Thank you.
Sue Pepper
(Pastoral Care Elder)

The “Neos” Mission of our congregation will commence next year with 25% of Tom’s time being
spent in the community connecting with people in places where God is at work. The Mission will
follow the example of Jesus, and adopt a stance of guest, rather than host, coming alongside
people where they are.
“Neos” requires a small support team to be operational early in 2023. This team will be a place
for discussion, for bouncing around ideas, for practical assistance to the Minister and others
working on “Neos”, and a place for prayer. You may choose to be involved for just a few months.
Please prayerfully consider whether you might be called to serve in this way. It will not require
“physical” work or direct involvement with the mission, but is a vital part of “Neos”.
Please speak with Rev Tom Stuart or Anne Threlfo if you have any questions or would like to be
part of this team.

Children & Family Worker Update
Hi Everyone
What a week of mixed emotions I have had this week.
Our much loved team member from Playcentre & Holiday Kids Club,
Margaret, passed away. Margaret was such a caring person at Playcentre, the children & parents loved
having a chat with her, even though she wasn’t in much over the past year or two, she is definitely well
remembered by all our families.
Then on Monday night we celebrated Garden Suburb’s 50th
Girls Night Out. What a wonderful night full of happy memories,
tinged with a little sadness as we watched the power point of
photos & saw those who are no longer with us.

Well this week I am starting the Christmas message at all my SRE classes, how quickly the year goes by. I
will be having a Christmas Assembly at all but 2 of my schools (Redhead & Garden Suburb).
Charlestown Christmas Assembly is
30th November
Charlestown East Christmas Assembly is 6th December
Teralba Christmas Assembly is
7th December
Redhead SRE will finish on the
2nd December with special Christmas classes
Garden Suburb will finish on the 24th November due to the school having a Swimming Carnival on the
30th & the SRE teachers not being able to teach in December

I would like to give Year 6 students a New Testament
suitable for going into their teen years, if anyone would
like to help out with a contribution toward these
Bibles please contact me.

Our Advent Workshop is the 7th December 4pm to 7.30pm with registration forms out now, more
information next week.
Cathy

As far as possible, please enter our Sunday morning worship space
quietly to provide a prayerful space as we prepare for worship.
Please keep in mind also, that conversations prior to the commencement of
worship may be broadcast on our live stream.
Thank you.

Seeing the Poor and Marginalised
as part of the solution, not the
problem.

Our Speaker will be Simon Lynch, who oversees Opportunity International Australia’s work in Indonesia that
currently serves over 1.4 million families.
Simon has worked in the Development and Micro Enterprise sector for over 25 years, having both established
and developed organisations throughout Asia. He will share of his journey from the corporate scene into
development, part of which included living in slums and volunteering with Mother Teresa, where he learnt that
the key to good development is ensuring you build a person’s dignity in the process. Through walking alongside
people in poverty he discovered how incredibly hard working they are and when given a chance, they can turn
a very small loan and some training into an ongoing income for their families.

A Men’s Breakfast
at Charlestown Uniting Church - 24 Milson St

8am Saturday 10th December
Cost $12

RSVP: Paul Russell
pmraus74@gmail.com, or 0411 236 047
or sign-up sheet in the foyer.
Please advise of any special dietary requirements

By Wednesday 7th December 2022
Please do not attend if you are unwell or have been
to a Covid-19 hotspot in the previous 14 days.

Next Charlestown Friendship Circle
Charlestown
Friendship
Circle

All Welcome
If you require transport contact
Sue Warren on 0427 737 793

is on 12th November at 2.30pm
at Lake Cinema Boolaroo
to see “Amsterdam”

Toronto Uniting Church
118 The Boulevarde Toronto 2283

Nativity Display
All ages welcome!
Activities for children!
Refreshments!
Thursday 1 December 10.00am to 4.00pm
Friday 2 December 10.00am to 4.00pm
Saturday 3 December 10.00am to 5.00pm (including Market Stalls)
Sunday 4 December 10.30am to 12.00noon
Come to see the Christmas story!
Experience the joy of this special time of year!
Admission Free

Some of our Church Contacts:
Minister
Rev Tom Stuart
M: 0427 625 502
E: tom@thestuarts.id.au
Children & Families Resource Worker:
Mrs Cathy Beeton
M: 0409 445 933
E: Cath4858@gmail.com
Mrs Cathy Beeton is also our Safe Church Contact Person
Administration:
P: 4943 4019
E: office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au
24 Milson Street, Charlestown NSW 2290
PO Box 449, Charlestown NSW 2290
Bank Account Details for the Charlestown Garden Suburb Multi-Centre Congregation:
Bank Account held with: Uniting Financial Services
Account Name: Charlestown Congregation General Account
BSB: 634 634 Account No.: 100030837
For Offering please put Ref: Offering
Keep up to date with happenings and info:
Webpage: http://www.chagsuca.org.au
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CharlestownUnitingChurch
Project Reconnect: http://www.projectreconnect.com.au

