
Keep sharing your stories and events with us — we love to hear what’s
happening across The Northern Presbytery!

Contact the Northern Presbytery News Team

Reflection

At the start of the new Northern Presbytery, a prayer for starting something new…
 
Gathered together –
the familiar and the unknown,
people who feel they belong and those who feel they don’t,
for the first time or the umpteenth time,
come, Holy Spirit.
 
Gathered together –
First peoples and Second peoples from many lands
where pilgrims and puzzled people have prayed,
where God has listened,
come, Holy Spirit.
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Gathered together –
not knowing what we have in common,
not sure, perhaps, why we are here,
unable to read God’s mind,
come, Holy Spirit.
 
To open doors, dispel fears,
establish friendships,
reveal what is in us,
and bring us closer to Christ,
come, Holy Spirit.
Meet us here.
 
Welcome Service, An Iona Abbey Worship Book, 2017, Wild Goose Publications
(adapted).

Northern Presbytery Update

Northern Presbytery Website Link

A Message from the Inaugural Northern
Presbytery Retreat

Let’s Walk Together.

There are moments in the life of the Church when we need to stop long
enough to look in three directions: back, around, and ahead.
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Rev Pablo Nunez - Moderator-Elect of the Uniting Church Synod of NSW and ACT

First, we look back and say: Thank you.
Thank you to those who prayed, preached, planted, served, gave, cooked, chaired
meetings, taught children, visited the lonely and kept congregations alive through
changing seasons. We did not begin this story. We stand on the shoulders of faithful
people who carried the Gospel before us. Our past was not perfect. But through every
chapter, God has been faithful.

Then we look around and say: Here we are.
The landscape has changed. Some congregations are smaller. Resources are
stretched. Familiar models of ministry are becoming difficult to sustain. Australia itself
is changing. We can mourn that. But we must not become paralysed by it. Jeremiah



wrote to God's people in exile and told them: build houses, plant gardens, seek the
welfare of the place where you are, and pray. In other words:  don't wait for
yesterday to return. Be faithful here. Here we are. And God is here too.

Finally, we look ahead and say: Let's walk together.
The future will look different. New generations will lead. New cultures will shape us.
New communities of faith will emerge. Some things will end and others will be born.
We don't need to control that future. We need to bless it. So let's pass on more than
buildings, structures and traditions. Let's pass on Jesus, grace, courage, Scripture,
prayer, compassion, justice and a passion for God's mission.

We are a pilgrim people. We remember where we have come from. We recognise
where we are. And we trust the God who is already ahead of us.
Thank you. Here we are. Now, let's walk together.
 

 
Rev Pablo Nunez  | Uniting Church in Australia
PabloN@nswact.uca.org.au
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Click here for full details

Nominations for the Synod Meeting 2027 close on Wednesday 30 September. 
Please contact Leslie D’Mello LeslieD@nswact.uca.org.au to submit your nomination.

Further information can be found at synod2027.uca.org.au

https://mailchi.mp/695f336846bf/registrations-for-one-are-now-live-17325555?e=da22ac959d
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Celebrating the people, congregations and communities doing amazing
things across the Northern Presbytery.

Cherrybrook Uniting Church

30 Years Together - Celebrating a
Shared Journey

Cherrybrook Uniting Church recently marked a very special
milestone — 30 years since the Bethlehem and Cherrybrook
congregations began worshipping together as one church family.
More than 100 people gathered for the anniversary celebration, giving
thanks for the journey that began with the merger of the two
congregations in 1995 and celebrating the faith, friendships and ministry
that have grown from it.
Rev Peter Chung and the congregation were delighted to welcome Rev
Dr Bill Ives, the Intentional Interim Minister who guided the two
congregations through the merger, and his wife Margaret. Rev Punam
Bent shared an inspiring message which honoured the congregation's
history while encouraging everyone to look with faith and hope towards
the future.



Rev Punam Bent, Rev Dr Bill Ives, Julian Leeser  & Rev Peter Chung

The celebration also brought together friends from the wider church and
community. Members of  Beecroft-Pennant Hills Uniting
Church  and  Sung-do Korean Church  joined the Cherrybrook
congregation, along with Federal Member for Berowra  Julian Leeser,
State Member for Hornsby James Wallace and Hornsby Mayor Warren
Waddell.
Congregation Chairperson  Paul Bryan  shared some of the remarkable
history behind the milestone.

The story of Bethlehem Congregation reaches back to 1932, when
worship was held once a month in the Bakehouse at Thompson's Corner,
West Pennant Hills. Cherrybrook's history stretches even further back,
with its first church opening in  1845. As the congregation grew, the
present church was built in 1888.
The paths of these two communities eventually came together in 1995.
What could have been a challenging transition instead saw the
congregations come together warmly and naturally, forming a strong and
united church family. Following the later sale of the Bethlehem site, major
renovations at Cherrybrook — including a new hall, foyer and car park —
were opened in 2006.
Thirty years on, the anniversary was an opportunity to remember those
foundations, celebrate all that has grown from them and, importantly, look
ahead.



We give thanks to God for guiding this shared journey in Christ and
for all the ways God has been at work among this community. As
Cherrybrook enters its next chapter, may it continue to be led,
shaped and sent forward in faith and hope. 

Please click here if you have a Prayer Request that you would like to submit.

Pray for our Multicultural communities in the Central Coast to keep the faith and
building the Kingdom of God wherever you are.

We pray for all those living with war, violence, displacement, hunger and uncertainty.
We remember especially those whose suffering can so easily disappear from our
headlines. May leaders seek paths of peace and justice, may those bringing aid and
comfort be strengthened, and may we never become indifferent to the needs of
people far from our own communities.
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As we welcome the signs of new life around us, we give thanks for the beauty of
creation and the hope that comes with a new season. May we notice the small signs
of renewal, care wisely for God's creation, and be reminded that new beginnings can
emerge even after difficult seasons.

As we offer these prayers may our words and thoughts lead us to action in the
way of Jesus our Lord, Saviour, Friend, Teacher and Guide. May we listen well
to the Spirit of God who guides us in communities of Faith.

Interested in what’s happening at your local congregation?
Many of our congregations have regular activities, groups and events throughout the
week. For the latest details, times, changes and  special events, check your
congregation’s Facebook page or website.
It’s a great way to stay connected and discover what’s happening in your local church
community.
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Job Opportunities around the
Presbytery

Normanhurst Uniting Church
Church and Community
Connections Facilitator /
Pastor Position
Applications Close on the
30th September, 2026
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