
Keep sharing your stories and events with us — we love to hear what’s
happening across The Northern Presbytery!

Contact The Northern Presbytery News Team

Jesus – The Ultimate Superhero?
It seems that barely a month goes by without another superhero movie being released.
What was once the big-screen domain of Batman, Spider-Man and Superman has
expanded to include countless well-known, and some lesser-known, superheroes
appearing across every imaginable digital platform. Spider-Man: Brand New Day and
Avengers: Endgame – Encore are just a couple of examples, and no doubt many more
are already in production. I need look no further than my grandson to see the
fascination and excitement superheroes inspire (second only to dinosaurs, of course!).
This got me thinking…
If you were given the task of marketing Jesus as the next superhero in the DC or
Marvel universe, what superpower, or powers, would you give him?
I'm sure this is a question that Sunday School teachers have explored in various ways
over the years. But if we dig a little deeper, what extraordinary power would we choose
to showcase as the defining characteristic of Jesus?
The obvious abilities might include healing the sick, raising people from the dead and,
of course, his own resurrection. Yet while superheroes often possess an impressive
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range of abilities, they are usually recognised for one defining power or characteristic
that sets them apart.
So, what would be the one power that truly epitomises the Messiah?
Would it be love, for God is love? Would it be forgiveness, or perhaps grace? Or could
it be peace, for Jesus is, after all, the Prince of Peace?
I find myself drawn to peace because, in many ways, all these other qualities lead us
towards it. Love for ourselves and others nurtures peace. Forgiveness restores
relationships and brings peace where there has been hurt. Grace offers peace even in
circumstances where it seems undeserved or unimaginable. And through Christ, we
are brought into peace with God the Father.
Perhaps, though, it isn't possible to separate these powers. Just as Superman can fly,
leap tall buildings in a single bound and move faster than a speeding bullet, perhaps
the extraordinary powers of Jesus are inseparably intertwined. His love, forgiveness,
grace and peace are all expressions of who he is.
And when you think about it, what a superhero he would make!

Celebrating the people, congregations and communities doing amazing
things across The Northern Presbytery.

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church



Small Quokka, Big Questions!
What do chocolate cake, a curious quokka and some very big questions about
God have in common? At Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church, they're all part of a
wonderfully creative approach to children's ministry!

Meet Quirky the Quokka, a lovable little puppet with a big personality, an appetite for
chocolate cake and an endless curiosity about Jesus, church and the world around
him.
Quirky first appeared when the children's ministry team wanted to help families
explore the Easter story, particularly those who would be away over the Easter
weekend. They created a series of short videos following Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, Silent Saturday and Easter Sunday. The videos also provided a resource to
share with local schools.

What began as a simple idea has grown into a regular YouTube series, helping
explain big church concepts to little hearts and minds.
Quirky has explored everything from the meaning of the Uniting Church logo to
celebrating the UCA's birthday. Many episodes are inspired by questions raised by
children attending the church's fortnightly family gathering, All-In.

And All-In is exactly what its name suggests!

Families gather for free play, storytelling (often acted out by the children themselves),
craft activities and a shared dinner, complete with dessert. It's a welcoming,
intergenerational space where everyone, from the youngest to the oldest, has
something to contribute.



As the ministry team explains, the name reflects their desire to create a culture where
“we are all in this together” and everyone can learn from one another.
The children are encouraged to ask whatever questions they have about God and
faith, with Quirky helping explore those questions through humour, curiosity and a
little confusion along the way.
One particularly memorable lesson involves Quirky's ongoing struggle to understand
that you can't actually cook water — you can only boil it until it becomes steam!
The videos are usually screened during dinner at All-In, accompanied by plenty of
giggles and enthusiastic discussion. And Quirky's popularity doesn't end when the
screen goes off. The children are often excited to arrive at church and see whether
they can spot him hiding somewhere in the roof — apparently his favourite place to
live!



The All-In community continues to grow, with families finding friendship, connection
and a safe space to explore faith together.
Quirky even made an appearance at Northern Presbytery's first retreat, chatting with
children's ministry pastor Larissa and bringing his trademark curiosity to the wider
church community.

“Click to see Quirky in action at our first Northern Presbytery retreat!”

Behind the laughter is a thoughtful approach to nurturing faith in young people — one
that recognises that children have important questions, valuable insights and a place
in the life of the church.

Sometimes, helping children discover more about God's love doesn't begin
with having all the answers. Sometimes, it begins with a little quokka who's
just as curious as they are!

Northern Presbytery Update
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Date: 26 November 2026
Time: From 3:00pm followed by afternoon tea
Location: Centre for Ministry, 16 Masons Drive North Parramatta. Livestream options available
upon registration.
Please RSVP your attendance and any dietary requirements by 18 November 2026

Click here to Register your attendance

(Attention SYNOD 2027 nominee submitters)
Nominees who have submitted their nominations have received the ‘Synod
2027_nominee additional info form 28.09.2026.’
Completed and endorsed form must be emailed by 28th October 2026 to Northern
Presbytery admin support, Leslie D’Mello: LeslieD@nswact.uca.org.au
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Northern Presbytery Website Link

UYC 2026 (Uniting Youth Camp)
Richard Moors - Next Gen Consultant   

All photos supplied from Pulse Facebook Page

From 28th September to 2nd of October I got to attend my second Uniting Youth
Camp, this year we met at the Great Aussie Bush Camp at Tea Gardens, yes in the
Northern Presbytery.   This was a camp for young people in High School from across
the Synod.     We had over 140 young people with about 50 leaders.     This year the
speaker was Pablo Nunez, the Moderator Elect.  
The young people were split into small groups who would discuss the talks each
evening during worship.   These small groups then joined with a couple of other
groups in the morning to do site activities.  The activities were: dual flying fox; crate
stacking; survivor challenge; raft building, power fan and canoeing.   There was lots of
fun in each of these activities, building up connections between the young people and
in some cases challenging them to step outside their comfort zone and face fears of
heights.

https://northern.nswact.uca.org.au/


In the afternoons the camp was broken into four houses: Red Raptors, Yellow
Gorillas, Blue Bears and Purple Wolves.  There were competitive games each
afternoon for teams to win points for their houses.  As well as that through the week
leaders were looking for young people who were helping out or doing good things to
award house points for.  There was also a Taskmaster evening on Tuesday where
people earned points for their houses.     In the end it was the Yellow Gorillas who
came out victorious.
On Thursday night many different groups shared songs, dances, magic tricks and dad
jokes to show how God has been seen in their lives. Some people also shared
testimonies about how God had been part of their life. 

              
In amongst all of the fun, free time and meals, we were exploring the theme of Seek.  
Pablo drew on Jeremiah 29:13 “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with
all your heart.”   He encouraged us to know that we can find God around us, just as
the Israelites found God even in Babylon.  Then as we looked at the call to build
houses and settle in the land we were challenged to be the people God created us to
be in the community where we find ourselves. Then we were encouraged to think
about how we can make a positive difference. On the final morning there was a time
for people to think about their response. Some chose to follow Jesus, some to making
a difference in the community around them. Many to commit to the Uniting Church
and making a difference in the church.  



My role on camp was to support the new leaders.   It was wonderful to see them
stepping out into leadership, navigating what it means to move from being a camper
to a leader.     Getting in and helping out, often without being asked to.  I felt that our
church is so blessed to have so many great young leaders. In my role I also was
invited to be part of the core leadership team of camp.  It was nice to attend their
meetings before camp, to see how they know what they are doing and can lead in
amazing ways. We are so lucky to have the leadership which we have and the
leadership which is emerging, many of which come from the Northern Presbytery.
You can see a video of highlights from the week at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=urzODmQNTdE
 
Richard Moors - Next Gen Consultant                       

Big or small, every prayer matters — share what’s on your heart and
let our Presbytery pray with you. Click here to request a prayer

As Term 4 and the HSC begins, we
pray for students, teachers and
families returning to school, and for
those sitting exams. May this final term

We pray for individuals and families
struggling with the rising cost of living,
housing insecurity and everyday
expenses. May they find practical
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bring encouragement, renewed energy
and opportunities for growth, friendship
and belonging.

support, compassion and hope through
their communities.

We hold in prayer those affected by
war, violence and displacement,
particularly innocent families and
children. May world leaders seek
justice, reconciliation and lasting
peace.

As The Northern Presbytery continues
to grow together, we pray for wisdom,
patience and openness to new
possibilities. May our congregations
find strength in one another and
discover fresh ways to share God's
love in their communities.

As we offer these prayers may God open our eyes this week to the people,
places and possibilities where love is needed most.

Interested in what’s happening at your local congregation?
Many of our congregations have regular activities, groups and events throughout the
week. For the latest details, times, changes and special events, check your
congregation’s Facebook page or website.
It’s a great way to stay connected and discover what’s happening in your local church
community.
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Click here for further information and to bookClick here to
register
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Other Publications
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